say, ‘Don’t bother me." She’s very protective
when she’s setting. A person should wear gloves
to reach in there because the hen will peck. Her
beak is like a hard little fish hook.”

And there’s lots of other information, too,
ranging from the hen and her eggs to baby chick
care to chicken coops to checking egg fertility.
She even tells you how to get more chicks per
hen.

“Most times the mother hen finishes a job in
two days. Her chicks are all hatched out. Then if
you like you can buy more chicks to put under her
... A bantam hen can cover as many as 18 to 20
chicks. One lady did order 25 baby chicks, and
she kept her bantam setting on some old eggs
until the chicks arrived by mail. She put the
whole 25 under her hen, and raised every one.

“A real broody bantam hen is so determined to
be a mother, she'll stay on her nest if there’s just
one egg, and sometimes even if there’s nothing!”

Besides standard feed and some special
mixtures, chickens like green things, Mrs.
Lovgreen says, “which shows you that they know
what'’s good for them.”,

There’s also some eye-opening information for
those who don’t know much about chickens or
where those nicely packaged eggs in the grocery
store come from.

“The eggs inside the chicken hang like a bunch

Roosters help keep down the fighting in the
chicken coop, though, acting as referees to keep
the rest of the gang in line.

“When two hens start fighting, the rooster will
go between them and settle the fight. Then if
they’re not satisfied, and start fighting again,
he'll go back over and talk to them again, to say,
‘shame on you, and then they quit.

“If two roosters get fighting hard, the only way
Icandois to take a board and slap one of them in
the face. I did that one time, and the rooster
never did know what hit him, so he gave up
fighting.”

The book is graphically interesting, too, with
each page entirely hand lettered by Nancy
Rekow, who also edited it with Claire Frost.
Elizabeth Hutchinson's illustrations highlight
many of the 25 pages and the cover. Mrs.
Lovgreen said the book was truly a group effort,
from friends’ visits with the tape recorder right
down to the stapling party, when the first 1,000
copies came off the press. She claims she never
could have done it without the help of her friends,
because it was a rushed project.

“I've thought of a few things I could have put
in,” she said last week, “but T was in a hurry to
get it out to help people get started raising
chickens.” -

The book is available in stores around the area.



